% TOWN OF NORTH EAST N
SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION Fee

Date

Submit application in accordance with aftached directions and sign regulations.
Submit with your application:

Sign graphics, drawing, rendering of sign

Show sign dimensions on drawing (width, length and height)

Sign (and post) material(s)

Layout of the property showing location of the proposed sign

If sign is attached to ground, indicate distance between property line and sign

If sign is to be placed on the building, show placement location on photo

Note: If the sign is proposed within the State Highway Right of Way, applicant
shall receive approval from SHA prior to Town sign approval

Property Address for Location of Sign Installation:

New Sign?: Yes / No Replacement Sign?: Yes / No Zoning District:

Will the sign be illuminated? Yes / No If yes: Internal lighting / External independent lighting
(IMPORTANT: Call Cecil County Permits to verify if you need an electrical permit prior to installation 410-996-5235)

Height: Width: Length: Sq. Footage:

Temporary Awning Projecting Banner Suspended Flat  Ground (pylon)

Off-premise Electronic Message Temporary Special Event _ Directional Pennant

Property Owner:

Address:

Telephone: Email:

Applicant:

Address:

Telephone: Email;

Signature of Owner Date

Signature of Applicant Date



North East Zoning Ordinance

ARTICLE 7. ADVERTISING AND SIGNS

Section 7-1. Definitions

For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the
meanings respectively ascribed to them by this section:

A-Frame Sign: A freestanding, temporary and/or movable device usually constructed of
two (2) separate wood or metal sign faces attached at the top.

Animated Sign: A sign with parts or sections which revolve or move or which has flashing
or intermittent lights, but not including "time and temperature" signs or electronic
message centers.

Awning or Canopy Sign. Any sign painted on or affixed to the sides or face of an awning
. A sign erected upon or against a non-rigid awning.

Banner Sign: Any temporary sign of lightweight fabric or similar material. All such signs
must be securely fastened to a solid flat surface except if displayed as special event
signs by non-profit organizations. National, State, or municipal flags shall not be
considered banners. (See Section 7-13)

Billboard: A structure which is erected by an advertising company for the purpose of
the placement of a sign for hire. Each such space for hire shall be considered a separate
billboard regardless of whether or not the face is incorporated into the same ground
structure.

Directional Sign. A directional sign is an on-premise sign containing noncommercial
messages, including, but not limited to, designation of rest rooms, telephone locations,
restrictions on smoking and door openings. A directional sign may also be used for
private traffic control.

Electronic Message Sign: Computer programmable sign capable of displaying words,
symbols, figures or picture images that can be altered or re-arranged on the site or by

remote means without altering the face or surface of the sign. (ADDED PER ORDINANCE
2013-03-01)

Flashing or Blinking: To give off light suddenly or in transient bursts; to move with
great speed. (ADDED PER ORDINANCE 2013-03-01)

Flat Sign: Any sign erected against the wall of any building or display with the exposed
face thereof in a plane parallel to the plane of the wall. Flat signs shall include any
business or advertising matter painted directly upon the wall. For purposes of this
definition roof surfaces constructed at an angle of 75 degrees or more from horizontal
shall be considered wall space.



Ground Sign: A detached sign which shall include any sign supported by uprights,
pylons, poles or braces placed upon, or in, or supported by the ground and not attached
to any building.

Nluminated Sign: Any sign which has characters, letters, figures, designs, or outline
illuminated by a light source.

Inflated Sign: Any advertising device which is supported by heated or forced air or
lighter-than-air gases.

L.E.D.- Light Emitting Diode: Emits light when voltage is applied to it and is used
especially in Electronic Message Signs and Reader Board Signs. (ADOPTED PER
ORDINANCE 2013-03-01)

Pedestal Sign: A movable sign supported by a column or columns and a base.

Pennant: Any lightweight plastic, fabric, or other material, whether or not it contains a
message of any kind, suspended from a rope, wire, or string (or extending from a flexible
support pole). Usually, but not necessarily, in series, designed to move in the wind.
Pennant signs include feather flags. (AMENDED PER ORDINANCE 2009-05-01)

Portable Sign: Any sign not permanently attached to the ground or a building. The term
“portable sign” includes, but is not limited to, signs mounted on trailers and signs
mounted on frames placed on the surface of any lot.

Projecting Sign: A sign which is attached to and projects more than 12 inches from the
face of a wall of a building.

Reader Board Sign: A portion of a sign containing changeable message which is
intended to convey a message concerning products or services available on the premises
on which the sign is located. Excluded from this definition are signs displaying the price
of gasoline available on premise or announcements concerning health and safety.
(ADOPTED PER ORDINANCE 2013-03-01)

Roof Sign: Any sign erected, constructed or maintained upon the roof of any building.

Sandwich/Sidewalk Sign: An "A-Frame" type sign which stands with self-supporting
elements and is not permanently affixed to the ground. Sandwich signs may be used to
communicate a specific message or information (e.g., lunch menus, special sales,
promotional events) that is not found in a business’ permanent signage.

Scrolling: To cause text or graphics on the display screen of the Electronic Message

Sign or Reader Board Sign to move continuously. (ADOPTED PER ORDINANCE 2013-03-
01)

Sign: Any device used to advertise or promote the interest of any person, group or
business when the same is viewed by the public.

Sign Area: The entire surface area within a regular, geometric form or combination of
regular, geometric forms comprising all the display area of the sign and including all of
the elements of the matter displayed. Structural members not being advertising matter
shall not be included in computation of surface area. In the case of those messages
composed of individual letters using the wall as background the area shall be calculated



by measuring the perimeter enclosing the letters and the encompassed area shall be
considered the total sign area.

Suspended Sign: A sign attached to the underside of porch or eaves not exceeding
four (4) square feet in area either perpendicular or parallel to the street.

Temporary Sign: Any sign, handbill, or poster which is placed to advertise or announce
a specific event, or which pertains to a particular event or occurrence, or which is not
designed or intended to be placed permanently. Examples of temporary signs include,
but are not limited to, signs, handbills or posters relating to garage sales, political
candidates or ballot measures, concerts, swap meets and the like.

Time and Temperature Sign: An electrically controlled sign alternately displaying time
and temperature for public service information.

Section 7-2. General Regulations

1. No flashing or rotating signs, or tethered inflatable signs, such as soda cans,
merchandise, logos, etc., shall be permitted in any district. Time and temperature
signs may be permitted in the “GC”, “HC”, “LI” and “HI” districts.

2. No sign shall be fastened to, and supported by, or on the roof of a building; and
no projecting sign shall extend over or above the roof or a parapet wall of a

building.

3. Signs shall not exceed the maximum building height permitted in the district.

4. Except as may otherwise be provided in this article, no sign shall project beyond
a property line.

5. All real estate signs advertising property for sale shall be removed within thirty
(30) days following the sale of the property.

6. Public service and civic organization signs shall be permitted, provided:
a. The signs are unlighted or indirectly lighted;
b. The sign area is less than fifteen (15) square feet;
C. The signs meet all applicable state and federal regulations.
7. Signs advertising a business shall be removed by the property owner if the
business closes or is relocated. The Zoning Administrator may allow a sign to be

covered in the “HC”, “LI” and “HI” districts for a period of up to 12 months.

8. No sign shall be placed in a public right-of-way or on public property or placed
on or hung over a public sidewalk.

9. Temporary, portable, A-frame, pedestal, sandwich signs and the like shall
maintain a six (6) foot clear zone for pedestrian movement.

10.  Signs shall have good scale and proportion in its design and in its visual
relationship to buildings and surroundings.



11.  Signs shall be designed as an integral architectural element of the building and
site to which it principally relates.

12.  The colors, materials, and lighting of signs shall be restrained and harmonious
with the building and site to which it principally relates.

13. The number of graphic elements on a sign shall be held to the minimum needed
to convey the sign's major message and shall be composed in proportion to the
sign face.

14.  Signs shall be compatible with the signs on adjoining premises and shall not
compete for attention.

15. Corporate identification signs of a prototype design and corporation logos shall
conform to the criteria for all other signs.

16. The Zoning Administrator may permit one temporary ground sign in the “HC”,
“LI” and “HI” districts for a period of up to 12 months.

17.  Sign permit applications shall be signed by the property owner(s), or lessee
authorized to execute the permit application or owner agent authorized to execute
the permit application.

18.  Signs shall be constructed of rigid materials, such as wood, metal or plastic.
Except for temporary banner signs, signs shall not be constructed of canvas, non-
rigid plastic, or like materials.

19. Billboards are prohibited.

20. Roof signs are prohibited.

Section 7-3. Sign Ordinance Not Applicable to Certain Signs

The following classes of signs shall be exempt from the provisions of this Ordinance
relating to registration, payment of permit fees and structural requirements; provided
that such exemption shall not be construed so as to relieve the owner of the sign from
responsibility for its erection and maintenance in a safe manner:

1,

Signs advertising the name of the merchant and his business, when painted upon
the windows of such establishment;

Signs erected on church property, giving the name of the church, the time of
service and similar information;

Signs of charitable, benevolent or religious associations, or fraternal or non-profit
associations, located on the premises or grounds of such associations;

Traffic or other municipal signs, legal notices, railroad crossing signs, danger
and such temporary emergency or non-advertising signs as may be approved by
the Zoning Administrator;



Memorial signs or tablets, names of buildings and the date of erection, when cut
into any masonry surface or when constructed of bronze or any other
incombustible material;

Special decorative displays used for holidays, public demonstrations or
promotion of civic welfare or charitable purposes, when authorized by the Zoning
Administrator when there is no commercial advertising, and such signs shall
be removed within ten days after the occurrence of the advertised event; and

One sign denoting the architect, engineer and contractors, when placed upon
work under construction and when not exceeding twenty square feet in area.
Such signs shall be removed within ten days after the completion of such
construction.

An on-site directional sign unless the sign also includes advertising and/or logos
for any business. The directional sign may be doubled faced and illuminated.

Flags of the United States of America, the State, the County, the Town, foreign
nations having diplomatic relations with the United States, and any other flag
adopted or sanctioned by Mayor and Commissioners.

Section 7-4. Permitted Signs

Flat signs shall not project more than one (1) foot from the building.

Signs in glass store fronts may be unlimited in size. Vending machines shall not
be considered as signs.

Projecting signs shall be affixed to the building and are hung perpendicular to
the building. Projecting signs shall be hung at a height with a minimum vertical
clearance of eight (8) feet.

Suspended signs, not exceeding 4 square feet in area, attached to the underside
of porch or eaves shall be permitted. Such signs may be perpendicular or parallel
to the street, and shall be limited to one sign per occupancy. Such signs shall
not be back-lit; shall be restricted to the name of the store or business, the
owner's name, the nature of the business and/or a logo. The listing of products
by trade name other than as part of the store name shall be prohibited.

Ground signs, as defined herein, shall be permitted only as specified in each
zoning district. Ground signs shall be hung from independent posts; shall not be
attached to the building; and may contain the owner's name, the nature of the
business and/or a logo. Ground sign lighting shall be as specified in each zoning
district but no flashing lights are permitted. The listing of products by trade
name other than as part of the store name shall be prohibited.

Off-premise signs are permitted, by special exception subject to the sign
regulations applicable to the zoning district in which the sign is proposed,
provided such business is located within the corporate boundaries of the Town.
If the Board of Appeals grants a special exception for an off-premise sign at a
specific location, such approval shall be subject to the permission of the
landowner and subsequent landowners to allow the sign to remain on the



10.

11.

property. Off-premise signs shall be counted against the permitted signs for the
property on which it is located.

Banner, flat, ground, and wall signs shall be permitted in the "R-O", Residential
- Office District, provided same do not exceed either three (3) feet in height or
width for a maximum of nine (9) square feet.

Billboards are prohibited.

One (1) identification sign not to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in size shall
be permitted at the entrance of a subdivision in a Residential District.

Awning and Canopy Sign. Awning or canopy signs where permitted shall comply
with the following conditions:

a. No sign shall project from an awning and/or canopy.
b. Awning or canopy graphics shall be painted or affixed to the surface of the
front or sides and shall indicate only the name and/or address of the

enterprise or the premises.

c. The height of awning or canopy graphics/lettering shall be no more than
one times the width of the front of sides of the awning or canopy.

A-frame, pedestal or sandwich board signs where permitted shall comply with the
following standards:

a. Shall not exceed a 24” x 36” dimensions;
b. Shall be removed at the end of each day of business;

C. Shall not be placed in a public right-of-way or on public property or placed
on or hung over a public sidewalk; and

d. Shall be located on the property of the business it advertises, shall not be
placed any closer than six (6) feet to a main entrance and shall provide a
minimum of six (6) feet of surrounding clear space for unobstructed
pedestrian movement.

Section 7-5. Permitted Signs and Standards for the “R-1", “R-2”, “R-3”, “R-4” and

“PRD” Districts. (AMENDED PER ORDINANCE 2007-08-01)

Identification Sign - One name plate not exceeding two (2) square feet in area
which identifies the name and/or address of the occupant.

Real Estate Sign - One unlit real estate sign not exceeding six (6) square feet.
Home Occupation Sign - One unlighted or indirectly lighted sign per address not
exceeding two (2) square feet in area either mounted flush with and on the front

facade of the dwelling unit or hung on an independent post.

Apartment Identification Sign



a. 15 or less units — One on-site sign indirectly illuminated flat or ground
sign not exceeding six (6) square feet.

b. Greater than 15 units — One on-site indirectly illuminated flat or ground
sign not exceeding twelve (12) square feet in area.

5. Subdivision Sign - One on-site indirectly illuminated ground sign not exceeding
thirty-two (32) square feet in area identifying an approved subdivision.
Section 7-6 Permitted Signs and Standards for the “RO” AND “VC” Districts.

(AMENDED PER ORDINANCE 2007-08-01)

One sign shall be permitted per property as follows:

1. Identification Sign - One name plate not exceeding two (2) square feet in area
which identifies the name and/or address of the occupant.

2. Real Estate Sign - One unlighted real estate sign not exceeding six (6) square feet
in area.

3. Commercial Signs:

“RO” District Only:

a. One indirectly illuminated ground sign not exceeding nine (9)
square feet in area and not exceeding a maximum of three (3) feet in
height and three (3) feet in width.

“VC” District Only:

a. One indirectly illuminated ground sign not exceeding nine (9) square feet
in area, with a maximum of three (3) feet in height and three (3) feet in
width; or

b. One indirectly illuminated flat sign not exceeding nine (9) feet square feet
in area and not exceeding a maximum of three in height and three feet in
width; or

C. One indirectly illuminated projecting sign as per Section 7-4 and not
exceeding a maximum of nine (9) square feet in area; or

d. One indirectly illuminated suspended sign as per Section 7-4; or

e. One awning or canopy sign.

Section 7-7 Permitted Signs and Standards for the “VM” District
1. Identification Sign - One name plate not exceeding two (2) square feet in area

which identifies the name and/or address of the occupant.



2. Real Estate Sign - One unlighted real estate sign not exceeding six (6) square feet
in area.

3. Directional Sign — One directional sign adjacent to the arterial road in which it is
directing the public to for off-premise properties will be permitted subject to the
following:

(1) The sign shall not exceed two (2) square feet in area.

(2) The sign shall identify the name of the business with one directional
traffic control symbol.

(3) The sign may not contain a logo.

(4) A signed agreement from the property owner on which the sign is
located. (ADDED PER ORDINANCE 2009-11-01)

4. Commercial Signs:

a. One indirectly illuminated ground, flat or projecting sign advertising the
business to street traffic not exceeding nine (9) square feet and not
exceeding a maximum of three in height and three feet in width; or

b. One suspended sign not exceeding four (4) square feet in area and in
accordance with Section 7-4.

c. One indirectly illuminated ground sign advertising businesses to water
traffic not exceeding a maximum sign area of nine (9) square feet and not
exceeding a maximum of three in height and three feet in width.

d. One flat sign advertising business from the water not exceeding one time
the length of the building.

e. One awning or canopy sign.

Section 7-8 Permitted Signs and Standards for the “GC” District

1. Identification Sign - One name plate not exceeding two (2) square feet in area
which identifies the name and/or address of the occupant.

2. Real Estate Sign - One unlighted real estate sign not exceeding six (6) square
feet in area.

3. Commercial Signs —

a. Flat signs and projecting signs are permitted on all sides of the building
provided:

(1) the sum of the area of all flat and projecting signs does not exceed
an area equal to 10 percent of the front fagade of the building or
thirty-two (32) square feet whichever is less; and



Section 7-9.

(2) no projecting sign shall exceed twelve (12) square feet; and

(3) no flat sign shall extend beyond the edges of the building wall to
which it is attached;

(4) flat and projecting signs may be illuminated.

One ground sign not exceeding a height of twenty (20) feet and limited to
twelve (12) square feet in area. Ground signs may be illuminated.

One suspended sign in accordance Section 7-4.

One sandwich board, pedestal, or A-frame sign per business in accordance
with Section 7-4.

One awning or canopy sign.

Permitted Signs and Standards for the “LC” and “HC” Districts (AMENDED PER

Section 7-10.

ORDINANCE 2007-01-01)

Real Estate Sign - One unlighted real estate sign not exceeding twenty-four (24)
square feet in area.

Commercial Signs:

a.

Flat signs not to exceed 1 x the width of the building may be placed on all
sides of the building. Any flat sign may not exceed 64 square feet on any
wall of the building. Flat signs may be illuminated.

Ground sign not exceeding forty-eight (48) square feet in area. Ground
signs may be double faced and illuminated. Ground signs shall not exceed
twenty-five (25) feet in height.

Suspended signs in accordance with Section 7-4 and limited to one per
business located on the premises.

One projecting sign not exceeding twelve (12) square feet. Projecting signs
may be illuminated.

One awning or canopy sign.

Permitted Signs and Standards for the “LI” Light Industrial District

1. All signs permitted in the “HC” Highway Commercial District.
Section 7-11.  Permitted Signs and Standards for the “HI” Heavy Industrial District
1. All signs permitted in the “HC” Highway Commercial District.



2. Where signs are proposed for purposes of visibility from the interstate highway,
the Planning Commission may allow one ground sign not exceeding four hundred
(400) square feet and not exceeding a height of one hundred and twenty-five (125)
feet.

Section 7-12. Sign Standards for Mixed Use Business and Commercial

1. Maximum sign limitations for shopping centers, industrial parks and business
parks shall be established by the Planning Commission based on an approved
Master Signage Plan.

2. The Master Sign Plan shall contain the following:

a. An accurate plot plan of the property or properties included, at such scale
as the Zoning Administrator may reasonably require;

b. Location of buildings, parking lots, driveways, and landscaped areas on
the site;

c. Computation of the maximum total sign area, the maximum area for

individual signs, the height of signs and the number of freestanding signs
proposed; and

d. An accurate indication on the plot plan of the proposed location of each
present and future sign of any type, whether requiring a permit or not,
except that incidental signs need not be shown.

3. The Master Signage Plan shall specify standards for consistency among all signs
on properties affected by the Plan with regard to:

a. Color scheme;
b. Lettering or graphic style;
C. Lighting;

d. Location of each sign on the buildings;

e. Material; and
f. Sign proportions.
4. The Master Signage Plan, for all properties with multiple uses or multiple users,

shall limit the number of freestanding signs to a total of one (1) for each street on
which the properties included in the plan have frontage and shall provide for
shared or common usage of such signs.

5. A Master Signage Plan shall be included in any development plan, site plan,
planned unit development plan, or other official plan required for the proposed
development and shall be processed simultaneously with such other plan.






