Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

June 2, 2020

NORTH EAST PLANNING COMMISSION

North East Town Hall Meeting Room

106 South Main Street, North East, Maryland  21901

Tuesday, June 2, 2020
7:00 P.M.

Chairman Mark Dobbins called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m., via a virtual meeting with ZOOM due to the COVID19 restrictions. Present included Commissioner Raymond Mitchell and member Judy Duffy.  Also present Melissa Cook-Mackenzie, Town Administrator, Betsy Vennell, Director of Planning and Zoning and Lisa Rhoades, Planning and Zoning Assistant. Mike Nair was absent from the meeting. 

-MINUTES-


May 4, 2020
Ms. Duffy made a motion to approve the May 4, 2020 Planning Commission minutes as presented. Commissioner Mitchell seconded the motion and the motion was approved by all. 

-OLD BUSINESS-

None.
-NEW BUSINESS-
Annual Planning Report 2019-Adoption

Mrs. Vennell gave the Planning Commission a brief description of the process for adoption of the 2019 Annual Planning Report stating that after Planning Commission adopts the annual report, the report will then be forwarded to the Mayor and Commissioners and will be sent to the Maryland Department of Planning.   There was one correction to the Route 272 Bridge over Amtrak.   

Ms. Duffy made a motion to adopt the 2019 Annual Planning Report and Commissioner Mitchell seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by all.
Maryland Department of Transportation-2020 Priorities Request Letter

Mrs. Vennell prepared a draft Maryland Department of Transportation-2020 Priorities Request Letter for the Planning Commission’s review.  Chairman Dobbins inquired if there was any feedback from the Maryland Department of Transportation-2019 Priorities Request Letter.  Mrs. Vennell responded that the Town does not typically receive a response, however, reported that it is important to forward the Town’s priorities each year.  

Mrs. Cook-Mackenzie stated that she would like item #5 removed from the list.  Trash and Debris, in the area near the Route 7 underpass, as this may no longer be an issue and if the issue has continued, the Town will address this in a letter to the Maryland Department of Transportation.
Ms. Duffy inquired if the repairs to the underpass also included finding a resolution to the flooding issue that occurs under the underpass. Mrs. Vennell responded that she will add this concern into the letter.   
Ms. Duffy also inquired if the letter could include adding a section of sidewalk along Mauldin Avenue between the bridge and Jethro Street, as there is a small piece of sidewalk at the corner of Jethro Street but it does not continue to the bridge. Pedestrians either have to walk in the dirt path or step onto the Mauldin Avenue.  

-MISCELLANEOUS-
None.
-REPORTS-
Mrs. Vennell reported that the Critical Area Commission has been in the process of updating the Critical Area Maps.  The Critical Area Commission visited the town in December 2019 as part of their research and has compiled a list of approximately 15 to 16 properties that will be affected by the changes to the new map.  Mrs. Vennell displayed the list of affected properties and reported that less properties will be located within the Critical Area with the new maps, however, a few properties have been added. Another change is that the property formally known as Heron Cove will revert back to LDA, Limited Development Area due to the loss of their Growth Allocation.  Mrs. Cook-Mackenzie added that the last time the Critical Area Map was updated was in 1988.  

The Chesapeake Bay Critical Area Commission would like to host a virtual meeting to inform the property owners whose properties will be affected by the changes to the Critical Area map.  The Planning Commission will be invited to the meeting, as well. 
-COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC-

None.
-NEXT MEETING-

The next Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for July 7, 2020.  No applications have been received, therefore this meeting may be cancelled.
-ADJOURNMENT-
With no further business, Commissioner Mitchell made a motion to adjourn at 7:56 P.M.   Ms. Duffy seconded the motion and the motion was approved by all.
Respectfully submitted:


Attest:

___________________________

_____________________________
Lisa Rhoades 




Mark Dobbins
Planning and Zoning Assistant

Chairman
APPROVED

October 6, 2020
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